o Career and Technical Education

Western Region of WAVA - Association of CTE Administrators

career + technical education

Making a Difference

Thanks to you and other
community business partners,
quality and rigorous Career
and Technical Education
(CTE) programs are
becoming part of the
academic schedule of a high
school student. Through the
support of 2SSB 6377-CTE
Bill and many business lead-
ers who volunteer their time,
expertise, and often resources,
local districts have made great

strides in program develop-
ment to meet the economic
needs of our communities.
Through regular Advisory
Council meetings, CTE
directors and teachers discuss
curriculum, equipment, and
industry trends with
practitioners of their trade.
With the support of our
general advisory committees
like the South Sound Council
in the Western Region, CTE

Meeting the High Demand

Through consultation with our
local advisory committees and
the high demand occupation
list, many districts applied for
High Demand Grants. In our
region, the following districts
received funds to develop,
update, and/or expand high
demand programs:

o Chehalis School
for Construction

« New Market Skills Center
for IT/Cisco & Health Care

e North Thurston Public
Schools for Power and
Energy

o Tumwater School District
for Construction Trades

« Shelton School District for
Welding

« White Pass School District
for Construction Trades

o Wishkah Valley HS for
Construction Trades

e Yelm School District for
Construction Trades,
Information Technology,
and Health Sciences

District

Efforts to re-tool equipment
and curriculum to align with
industry standards also
require professional develop-
ment for staff. Chehalis
updated their AutoCAD soft-
ware and modified the
instructional space to accom-
modate larger projects. River
Ridge HS from North
Thurston Public Schools has
also update equipment and
curriculum. In addition,
students are making connec-
tions outside the classroom.

Brazilian Solar Car Designer, Marcelo da Luz, visits

RRHS®d s

Power

has taken great steps to

implement new high demand
programs, equivalency credit
options, programs of study,
and middle school initiatives
using grants funds from the
CTE BillL

Lacey’s Mayor, Graeme
Sackrison, helped arrange a
visit with Marcelo da Luz, the
Brazilian native and designer
and driver of the solar car.
“The students and staff at
River Ridge were all
positively charged up to see
and learn about this tremen-
dously interesting project,”
said RRHS CTE teacher Carl
Schlegel. “A lot of the kids
were dreaming aloud about
building something like it
someday.”

and Energy

WAVA

Legislative Districts

District 2

 Senator Randi Becker

o Representative Jim McCune

o Representative Tom
Campbell

District 19

 Senator Brian Hatfield

» Representative Dean Takko
o Representative Brian Blake

District 20

o Senator Dan Swecker

o Representative Richard
DeBolt

o Representative Gary
Alexander

District 22

 Senator Karen Fraser

» Representative Brendan
Williams

o Representative Sam Hunt

District 24

» Senator James Hargrove

o Representative Kevin
Van De Wege

o Representative Lynn
Kessler

District 35

 Senator Tim Sheldon
» Representative Kathy Haigh
o Representative Fred Finn

Upcoming Events

Feb 24: What Employers
Want at South Puget Sound
Community College 9-12pm

Mar 17: Legislative
Reception at New Market
Skills Center 5:30pm

May 19: WAVE Awards

Prog Regeption at New Market

Skills Center 6:30pm
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Middle School STEM Grants

Infusing science, technology, engineering,
and math (STEM) into the middle school
environment has been a focus for a few of
our local districts:

Elma
Mossyrock
Tumwater
White Pass
Tenino
Wishkah Valley
Yelm

Efforts range from 7th grade Material

Science in Elma to integrating 3-D

computer drawing in Tumwater. Dave

Programs of Study

Helping students see the “big picture” and
connect their high school experiences
with the educational opportunities after
high school has been enhanced through
the development of Programs of Study.
Local school districts and community
colleges are working together to design
communication tools that help students
and parents learn about various career
pathways and education required to

Equivalency Crediting

Each school district has adopted a equiva-
lency crediting process which identifies
Career and Technical courses with
embedded math, science, English, arts, or
other academic credit. This is an
extensive process and requires collabora-
tion and time among disciplines. The
Equivalency Credit grants received by
Aberdeen, Chehalis, New Market, North
Thurston, Tumwater, White Pass and
Yelm School Districts have afforded
teachers this time. While equivalency
crediting is under way in
disciplines, several districts have focused
Aberdeen has

many

on math collaboration.

Rutherford, CTE Agricultural Science
Teacher, is actively teaching ‘“hands-on”
science, engineering and mathematics by
teaching students to design and create
and sheet metal projects.
“Introducing students to applied, hands-
on learning prior to high school helps
them with relevance to education,” Christi
Kershaw, CTE Director at Flma High
School states. “We are providing
students with opportunities to participate
in a variety of college and career readi-
ness concepts.” after
building prototypes of tables, dog houses,
and model airplanes, 8th grade students
are making connections from the software

wood

In Tumwater,

achieve career goals. These tools also
highlight the TECH PREP articulations
that help them jump start into a technical
program at a local community college.
Career Education is on-going in a CTE
classroom and is supported by the
comprehensive guidance programs in
local school districts.

in Progress

been able to team CTE and math teachers
to create connections for students through
application.  Algebra II students have
learned about electrical circuitry while
geometry students are preparing a mass
production project with construction and
natural resources. Other  collaboration
efforts have been around building rela-
tionships. North Thurston has created a
CTE/Math district leadership team, and
others attended the statewide Equivalency
Credit Conference. Tim Touhey, CTE
director from Chehalis, said, “The confer-
because it offered
our CTE and math faculty time to work

ence was valuable
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Tumwater MS students using AutoCAD

drawings to the Algebra I class and see
how the use of angles and shapes will
help them next year when they take
Geometry.

Visit a model in our region

www.nthurston.k12.wa.us/
programsofstudy

together on goals and
curriculum.” Lynn Green, CTE director
from Aberdeen, echoes, “This allows us

common

to open doors across departments and
more effectively serve our students to-
gether rather than in isolation.”
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Elma students applying science concepts
in Material Science Technology
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